
Real Relationships:  

Love Like Christ 

John 15.9 – 17 
June 4 

The quality of your life is all about the quality of your relationships.  

Get to know you question:  What is your name and one favorite fruit. 

Get to know you question: What is one key to getting along with others? 

What keeps more churches from growing than anything else? 

What makes church no fun at all? 

Context: what is the big idea of John 15.1 – 8? 

What would you say is the big idea of this section? 

John 15:9–17 (NIV2011) “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 

love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love.  

What does it mean to “remain” or “abide”? 

Repeat after me: I am loved by God. 

What advice would you give to a friend who said they didn’t feel loved by God? 

Beloved 

11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My 

command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  

What is the relationship between obedience and joy? 

How is biblical love different from the world’s love? 

13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my 

friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 

know his master’s business.  

Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 

known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might 

go and bear fruit—fruit that will last— 

Could we have chosen to follow God if He had not chosen us? 



Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 

known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might 

go and bear fruit—fruit that will last— 

What is fruit? 

 

What is fruit that lasts? 

and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love 

each other.  

Love each other! 

Y.B.H.? (Yes, but how?) 

1 Timothy 4:7b (NIV2011) Train yourself to be godly. 

25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that 

will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.  

Training has to do with… 

 Isolating one training goal 

 Developing a drill to work on that isolated goal 

 Repeat that drill until it becomes a habit 

Psalm 119:11 (NIV2011) I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  

James 1:2 (NIV2011) Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 

many kinds. 

This is my command: Love each other. John 15:17 (NIV2011)  

Philippians 2:3–4 (NIV2011) Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 

humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the 

interests of the others.  



Real Relationships: Forge True Friendships 

1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:4-7; 20:10-13 
June 11 

Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the next man... It is the comparison 

that makes you proud: the pleasure of being above the rest. Once the element of competition is gone, pride is gone. — 

C.S. Lewis 

We are incredibly sensitive to the pecking order, and this has profound impact on relationships.  

How do people today show they are at the top of the pecking order?  

Where was Jonathan in the pecking order? 

The quality of your life is all about the quality of your relationships.  

Last week: as God fills our cup, we are able to pour into the lives of others.  

What was the big idea as you have studied the text? 

Love Like Jonathan. 

Abandon the me-first mindset. 

In the vocabulary of the world, “down” is a word reserved for losers, cowards, and the bear market. It is a word to be 

avoided or ignored, and certainly not discussed seriously, especially in polite society.  

It is a word that colors whatever it touches, even the otherwise proper company of words that it keeps: down and out, 

downfall, downscale, downhill, downhearted and, worst of all, down under. A word, it seems, only on the unfortunate 

lips of the weak, the poor, or the dead. 

You must descend into greatness. At the heart of this paradox is still another paradox: Greatness is not a measure of 

self-will, but rather self-abandonment. The more you lose, the more you gain. 

Downward mobility is not simply the best of many optional paths a Christian can take to bring God pleasure. It is the 

only path. — Bill Hybels 

Email homework: 

 Read all of 1 Samuel 18 – 20 

 Read any notes they might have in a Study Bible 

 Read Descending Into Greatness 

 Read a book on relationships 

o John Ortberg, Life Changing Love 

o How to Win Friends and Influence People 

o John Maxwell: Be a People Person 

o Any marriage book 

o Descending into Greatness 

After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as 

himself. From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return home to his family. And Jonathan 

made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and 

gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. 1 Samuel 18:1–4 (NIV2011)  



Did you have a best friend growing up? Describe that relationship.  

How important is gift- giving in relationships? 

Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king do wrong to his servant David; 

he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. He took his life in his hands when he 

killed the Philistine. The Lord won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would 

you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?”  

1 Samuel 19:4–5 (NIV2011)  

Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: “As surely as the Lord lives, David will not be put to death.” So 

Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as 

before.  

1 Samuel 19:6–7 (NIV2011)  

How would you summarize this section? 

David asked, “Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?” “Come,” Jonathan said, “let’s go out into the 

field.” So they went there together.  

1 Samuel 20:10–11 (NIV2011)  

Then Jonathan said to David, “I swear by the Lord, the God of Israel, that I will surely sound out my father by this 

time the day after tomorrow! If he is favorably disposed toward you, will I not send you word and let you know? 

But if my father intends to harm you, may the Lord deal with Jonathan, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you 

know and send you away in peace. May the Lord be with you as he has been with my father.” 1 Samuel 20:12–

13 (NIV2011)  

What do you admire about Jonathan? 

What is surprising about this friendship? 

What benefits come to those who abandon the me-first mindset? 

What does it cost us if we hang on to a me-first mindset? 

Have you ever known a happy me-first person? 

Who have you known who was a shining example of abandoning the me-first mindset? 

Can you think of other verses that speak to the importance of abandoning the me-first mindset? 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; Philippians 2:5–6 (NIV2011) 

What are 20 practical ways we could put others first in our relationships? 

What is one thing you could do this week? 



Real Relationships:  

Respect Authority / 1 Samuel 24.1 – 12 
June 18 

Big idea: Your boss is uniquely situated to make your life wonderful or miserable. 

Big idea: Salute the uniform. 

1 Samuel 24:1–12 (NIV2011) After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the 

Desert of En Gedi.” 2 So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out to look for David 

and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats.  

3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his 

men were far back in the cave.  

4 The men said, “This is the day the Lord spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands 

for you to deal with as you wish.’ ”  

The prophecy cited by the men is not recorded elsewhere in the history, though we have no reason to doubt their 

recollection. 

 

To what degree do circumstances reveal God’s will? 

Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken 

for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my 

master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.”  

What is the emotion? 

If this were a movie, what is the background music? 

Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken 

for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my 

master, the Lord’s anointed*, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed* of the Lord.”  

Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken 

for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my 

master, the Lord’s anointed*, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed* of the Lord.”  

What role does conscience have in Christian discipleship? 

Acts 24:16 (NIV2011) So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man.  

A clear conscience is knowing that no one can point a finger at me and say, “You wronged me and never tried to make it 

right.” — Bill Gothard 

Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken 

for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my 

master, the Lord’s anointed*, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed* of the Lord.”  

Does this mean a church member should never speak ill of their pastor? 

7 With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave 

and went his way. 8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!”  



When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 9 He said to Saul, 

“Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’?  

10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some 

urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s 

anointed.’*  

11 See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill 

you. See that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not 

wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life.  

12 May the Lord judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my 

hand will not touch you.  

What is the application of this story? 

Salute the uniform. 

What good things happen to those who salute the uniform? 

What bad things happen to those who don’t salute the uniform? 

Can you think of other verses that speak to the idea of saluting the uniform? 

Romans 13:1–2 (NIV2011) Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 

that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, 

whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 

judgment on themselves.  

This doesn’t apply to things like driving the speed limit and obeying copyright laws, does it? 

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. 

Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. Hebrews 

13:17 (NIV84)  

What should you do if you disagree with your pastor? 

What if your boss asked you to lie, cheat, or steal? 

Acts 5:29 (NIV2011) Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings!” 



Real Relationships:  

See Their Worth 

2 Samuel 11.1 – 9; 14 – 17 
June 25 

How would you define sin? 

Sin is the stuff that messes up your life. 

Big idea: Finding God’s exit from sin.  

Big idea: Finding the way of escape.  

1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV2011) No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 

mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But 

when you are tempted, he will also make you really strong so that you can endure it.  

1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV2011) No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 

mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But 

when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.  

Avoiding sin is not just about strong will power.  

 

It is also about finding the way of escape.  

2 Samuel 11:1–9 (NIV2011) In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab 

out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and 

besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.  

What was the way of escape at this point? 

Exit #1: Avoid the temptation altogether. 

2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the 

roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find 

out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite.”  

To what degree is Bathsheba complicit in this sin? 

What was the way of escape at this point? 

Exit #2: FLEE! 

1 Timothy 6:11 (NIV2011) But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.  



2 Timothy 2:22 (NIV2011) Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love 

and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  

4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now she was 

purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 5 The woman 

conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”  

What was the way of escape at this point? 

Exit #3: Confess and Repent 

Proverbs 28:13 (NIV2011) Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who 

confesses and renounces them finds mercy.  

If you are in a hole and you want to get out, quit digging.  

6 So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. 7 

When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the 

war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.”  

So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the 

entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not go down to his house.  

2 Samuel 11:14–17 (NIV2011) In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 

15 In it he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him 

so he will be struck down and die.”  

16 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest 

defenders were. 17 When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the 

men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died.  

What is the rest of the story? 

What are the three ways of escape revealed in this story? 

Exit #1: Avoid the temptation altogether. 

Exit #2: FLEE! 

Exit #3: Confess and Repent 



Real Relationships:  

Share Christ 

John 1.35 – 49 
July 2,  2017 

Get to know you question: what is your name and your plans for July 4? 

The introduction should answer the question: why should I listen to you today? 

The promise: If you will listen and learn and apply, you will discover how you—yes you—can be an effective evangelist 

for the gospel.  

When you think of evangelism, who do you think of the typical object of evangelism? 

When you think of evangelism, what do you think of the typical message of evangelism? 

One of the most life changing things you can say is: “Come and see.” 

John 1:35–39 (NIV2011) The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus 

passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”  

What is a disciple? 

Why is Jesus called the “Lamb of God.” 

37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following 

and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”  

What do you admire about John from this passage? 

John 3:30 (NIV2011) He must become greater; I must become less.  

39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day 

with him. It was about four in the afternoon.  

John 1:40–45 (NIV2011) 40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said 

and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have 

found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).  

What do we learn about evangelism from Andrew’s example? 

Based on this verse, the Billy Graham Organization promoted “Operation Andrew.” What do you know about Operation 

Andrew? 

John 6:8–9 (NIV2011) Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up,  

9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”  

John 12:20–22 (NIV2011) Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21 

They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see 

Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.  

42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called 

Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).  



45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about 

whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

How is it that Jesus, born in Bethlehem, is called Jesus of Nazareth? 

John 1:46–49 (NIV2011) 46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” 

said Philip. 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there 

is no deceit.”  

What do we learn about evangelism from this verse? 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree 

before Philip called you.” 49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of 

Israel.”  

 

How you can be dynamic influence for Christ in your oikos. 
#1: Make a List. 

#2: Pray Daily 

#3: Build bridges of friendship. 

#3b: Invite every member and every friend to every fellowship every month.  

#4:Share the Gospel 

What is the Gospel? 

Matthew 3:1–2 (NIV2011) In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and 

saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  

Matthew 4:17 (NIV2011) From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.”  

Matthew 9:35 (NIV2011) Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.  

Matthew 10:7 (NIV2011) As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’  

The gospel is not so much about how to go to Heaven when you die, as much as the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven is 

breaking into earth.  

Acts 26:29 (NIV2011) Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me 

today may become what I am, except for these chains.”  

#5: Help them grow in Christ. 



Real Relationships:  

Encourage One Another 

Acts 11.19 – 26 
July 9 

Big Idea: Most of us know far more to do that we do. What we need in an encourager in our lives to 

encourage us.  

Get to know you question: what is your name who have you known that would deserve the nick-name, 

“Mr. Encourager.” 

Get to know you question:  What makes an encourager encouraging? 

Acts 11:19–26 (NIV2011) Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out 

when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word 

only among Jews.  

20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak 

to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with 

them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.  

Would you join me in praying that a great number would come to faith through our church? 

2 Thessalonians 3:1 (NIV2011) As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the 

message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you.  

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When 

he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to 

remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.  

Acts 4:36–37 (NIV2011) Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which 

means “son of encouragement”), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the 

apostles’ feet.  

Why is encouragement important? 

What are 10 ways we could encourage one another? 

What good things come to the church who is full of encouragers? 

What bad things happens to the church that is missing the ministry of encouragers? 

Tell of a time when someone encouraged you and it made all the difference.  

So, try really hard to be an encourager.  



24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were 

brought to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found 

him, he brought him to Antioch.  

What is the difference between being indwelt with the Spirit and filled with the Spirit? 

Ephesians 5:18 (NIV2011) Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be 

filled with the Spirit. 

T/F: A Christian can only reach the top level of spiritual maturity by being continually filled with the 

Spirit.  

How can a believer be filled with the Spirit? 

Short answer: ask 

Slightly longer answer: 

We are filled with the Spirit the same way we are saved: 

 Repent 

 Believe 

 Surrender 

So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The 

disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 



First Things First 

Haggai 1.2 – 8 
July 16 

And the cat’s in the cradle and the silver spoon 

Little boy blue and the man in the moon 

When you coming home, dad? 

I don't know when 

But we'll get together then 

You know we'll have a good time then 

Hebrews 3:7–8 (NIV2011) So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your 

hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness.” 

Psalm 90:12 (NIV2011) Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  

The thing that keeps many from accomplishing all that God would have them accomplish is not willful 

defiance, so much as procrastination.  

If you will listen, and learn, and apply what we talk about today, you will no longer by mastered by 

procrastination.  

Haggai 1:1–8 (NIV2011) In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word 

of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to 

Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest:  

Key date #1: 

Abraham 

2000 

Key date #2: 

Moses 

1500 

Key date #3: 

David 

1000 

Key date #4: 

Fall of Israel 

722 

Key date #5: 

Fall of Judah 

587 



Key date #6: 

Fall of Babylon 

539 

Key date #7: 

Haggai  

520 

2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the 

Lord’s house.’ ” 3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai:  

4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”  

Big Idea: Procrastination 

How nice should your church building be? 

5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted 

much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put 

on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”  

What did procrastination cost them? 

7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains 

and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the 

Lord.  

How big of a deal is procrastination? 

How can we beat the tendency to procrastinate? 

Activity—even small activity—is the killer of procrastination. 

  

Do something. 




